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“THE BALL CARTRIDGE,

CHAPTER L
s Napler parade ground at Karach! lay
deszerted under the glowing rays of the
morning but a crescendo blare of
sultucas musie, which came from behind
the echeloned barrack blocky, multiplied
into something very like discord by the
echoes from the great bulldings, gave notice
of speedy occupation. As the band round-
ed the farthest block, the echoes ceased,
and the full melody of “The Campbells are
Comin’' ™ rang out clear and

sun;

crisp,

while

her Majesty’'s One-hundred-and-tenth Reg-
{merr.vof the Line—better known as the
*Queon's Own Hamilton Highlanders' —de-

filed Jn fours on the parade pground elzht
hundre: strong. The battalion was return-
ing from practicinz a new skirmishing drill
with blank cartridge on the sandy scrud
at the rear of the barracks. When the last
files were well clear of the barracks, the
Colonel turned his aside from the
head of the regiment; quarter column was
smartly formed on the leading company,
and the word was given to halt and stand
at ease. At a sign from the chief the offi-
cors fell out and a:rnu;-u:. themselves around
him; the men were called to attention, and
the parade was dismissed. In a moment
the orderly formation was dissolved into
a swarming mass of hungry soldiers hurry-
ing to fheir respective barrack rooms In-
tent on breakfast.

But the Colonel still sat motionless on his
horse In the center of the parade ground,
surrounded by his officers. This was the
time at which, if anything had gone wrong
with the drill, he would improve the oc-
casion and administer a soldierly lecture to
the delinquent; but to-day all the latest
Joined subalterns had clear consclences—
the drill had bLeen performed without a
blunder, and there seemed to be no reason
why the customary *'Good morning, gentle-
men” should not be spoken at once. There
was no cloud on the Colone!'s hard-featured
but kindiy face; he appeared only thought-

ful. and as theugh he were wawing. As a
matter of "act, that s just whar e was do-
Ing. As soon as the last laggard of the
rank and file had passed beyond the pos-

gibility of hearing, he looked down on the
upturned faces around him and s=aid very
quietly: “Gentlemen, I know you will be
sorry to hear what I have to tell you.
Twice this morning in the course of the
practice T was shot at with ball cartridge.”

Disclpline prevailed and no one spoke, but
the little group uneconsciously pressed near-
er, and the combination of suppressed emo-
tion yielded a sound like a long-drawn sigh.
The Colonel, keenly in touch with those
conifronting him, evidently felt, and was
movedl by, the angry horror his announce-
ment had called forth; he stooped down
and patted his charger's neck before pro-
ceeding: “It is not the first time. On Tues-
day I thought I heard a bullet pass close
to me, but not being positively certain, I
declded, for the credit of the regiment, to
gay nothing. To-day there was no rcom for
doubt. One ball just cleared my left shoul-
der, within a couple of inches of my ear;
the other, as you see, made its mark. Both
shots were fired in quick succession when
I was on the rough ground at the rear of
the hospital.”” He held up his bridle arm,
and plainly visible to every one was a bul-
it hole through the sleeve cuff.

The sight was too much for the senior
major—comrade and trusty friend of the
Colonel's since they fought side by side as
boy ensigns at Alma. Throwing parade-
ground etiquette to the winds, he blurted
out: “Good heavens, Macleod, yvou're not
hit, are you?" while an excited murmur of
surmise and suggestion began to be audible
among the others.

The Colonel held up his hand again—for
silence this time. *“1 did not detain you,
gentlemen,” he sald, “to discuss the matter
here, but merely to inform you of what has
happened, so that company officers may en-
deavor to put their finger on the man who
fired at me. At the same time, you are to
take it as a positive order not to let a sus-
picion of this leak out. Tell no one but the
color sergeants, and Impress it on them that
they are only taken into confidence in or-
der to assist your inquiries. If 1 find that
s0 much as a rumor gets about among the
men or outside, I'll break every color ser-
geant in the regiment. For the honor of the
corps we must discover the delinquent with-
out any fuss, and that being so, directly
You have a clew you will report to me be-
fore making an arrest. In the meanwhile
this is not to be referred to at mess or any-
where in public. I think that is all, gentle-
*wen. I thank you for your sympathy and

d you good morning.”

Colonel Macleod turned his horse towards
the officers’ lines and rode off slowly, ac-
companied by the two majors and the adju-
tant. The unmounted officers strolled after
in twos and threes In the same direction,
and It was a rellef to them to hear the
chief, now that the stiffness of “duty” eti-
quette was relaxed, explaining to his com-
;\-;minns that he was quite unhurt. For Col.
Macleod was adored by officers and men
alike. Stern and unbending enough on duty
and in the fleld, in private he was the guide,
counselor and friend of every one. To all
ranks the Colonel's persen and the honor
of the Hamilton Highlanders were the two
most sacred thin on earth.

And now both these cherished possessions
had been threatened with startling sudden-
ness by the foul deed of the morning. Small
wonder was it that those to whose aston-
fshedld ears the secret had been intrusted
should be agitated and anxious as they
sought their quarters. The chief peoint In
the minds of all was the utter absence of
motive, for “crime,” In the military sense,
was almoet nonexisting in the happy and
contented ranks of the regiment, and pun-
ishment, with {ts consequent heart burn-
ings, was therefore a rarity. The Colonel
had not even had occasion to confine a man
to barracks for nearly a year.

“It I1s the act of a madman; one of the
men must have gone suddenly mad,"” sald
Stuart Dalzell, the only subaltern of G
Company present with the battalion, as he
aﬂm.-d by the side of Alec Frazer, his cap-

n.

‘““That is the only explanation I can see
which would not involve disgrace,” replied
the other, thoughtfully,

“Is there not the alternative of accident?”
asked Dalzell. "It is not unknown in other
regiments for ball cartridges to get mixed
with blank ammunition.”

“That must be left out of the question in
this case’” said Frazer. *“The fact of the
Colonel having been narrowly missed on
Tuesday, and again twice to-day, bars such
& supposition. If there had been any mis-
take in the ammunition the odds are a
hundred to one that some one else besides
the chief would have heard or felt the bul-
lets. There is some influence at work more
dangerous than error, I fear; and if I am
right in my judgment it coneerns you and
me rather more closely than the other fel-
lows, Here we are at my bungalow. Come
in, Dalzell, and I will tell you what I
mean.”

Captain Frazer led the way on to the
veranda, where several Bombay chairs were
8et out ready for guests, after the hospita-
ble fashion of the East. Motioning his
companion to be seated, before joining him
he called his Hindu servant and told him
{0 run over to the barracks and tell Ser-
geéant Ferguson to come to the bungalow
as soon as he had finished breakfast., Then
he sat down by his friend and subaltern
and put into words a suspiclon which was
already half formed in the minds of both.

"l see by your face that you have guessed
the drift of my hint, DNalzell,” he began.
“The scoundrel or lunatic who is at the
Bottom of this outrage belongs to G Com-
pany as sure as you and I sit here. On us
two and on Ferguson—for he must help us—
lies the onus of saving dear old Macleod
from the danger that threatens him. The
worst of it is that our success in that di-
rection, which we must move heaven and
earth to attain,” will most likely mean ever-
lasting ignomy to the regiment, and to our
own company in particular.”

“You arrive at this conclusion from the
position of G company at the time the shots
were fired—that is to say, when the colonel
was among the bowlders at the back of the
hospital > said Dalzell

“Quite s0,” replied Frazer. "As you
doubtless remember, our company was at
right angles to the bowlders some five hun-
dred yards away and was firing hard dur-
Ing the few minutes the colonel pulled up
there, It is true other companies in our
half battalion were firing also, but they
were extended much further out on the
lain and a shot from them would not

ave plerced MaclLeod's cuft laterally In a
neat hole ilke that. Had the ball come
from either extremity of the line the sleeve
would have been ripped lengthwise.”

The Lieutenant made no reply for a few

horse

moments. He sat absiractedly staring at
the sandy plaln, and then he saild: “All
that yvou sugwest is terribly true, Frazer,
and yet som.ohow it seems incomprehensi-
ble. All the men in our company are such
good fellows: even the last bateh of re-
Cruits are as nice a lot of lads as ever
Jolned us. Before parmde this morning I
would have trusted my life to any one of

them, and 't not at all sure that [ would
not do so still, Is it not just on the cards
that there may be some native deviltry at
the bottom of this?”

“That ts a littlie too far fetched, T am
#fraid.” returned Frazer. “The country alil
ound Is a= flat as a billiard table, and we
Used every avallable inch ot cover our-
Selves. A murderously inclined native, even
did such a one exist, could not have passed
unnoticed. But herc comes Ferguson; let
us hear whether he can help us.”

The color sergeant of G com
g«cimen of the high

lack bearded man,
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six feet two of stately growth the drills
of twenty years had failed to knock yuite
nii_ the Joose-iimbed lssomeness of his
mountaineering youth. There were many
\'f.‘tv‘r.um in the corps who had fousht in
«\f.;;_.l:n;:hlun and in Egypt, but for per-
sl.'tl.tl prowess in the field the record of
t,.,,q stern-visaged warrfor out-distanced
tl_.--s:v of all his comrades. Was it not
1'.l_1.'1:t~n in the chronicles of the regiment
l‘.s;at his strong right arm had saved the
;--Hr:f at Maiwand? And was not the ribe-
»'un of the V. C. on his breast in token
that he had snatched Colonel MacLeod
.-.-'-n-!y wounded, from among the Arab
:."'..';‘."-“ of El Teb? Frazer and Dalzell,
watching bim step on to the veranda and
!:J:I- aing visibly as he approached his offi-
;;_!.“. t_-;-u!-l'nn; help thinking that but for
],‘--‘ colonel's injunction, if Ferguson ever
1nd the handling of him, it would gzo hard

with the miscreant who had tried to undo
that brave rescqie

l'.' frant ‘f the Bombay chalrs, and stood
Waiting. Captaln Frazer knew his man too
;M-I‘I to beat about the bush and trv to
d}rlr‘]k th.p. news to him gently. The
-‘I;:*r'i- ‘l*l-faiﬂ"ﬂ of the veteran required soi-

¥ treatment, and his officer was aware
that whether he got it
Enock would be the same, and its
equally well concealed.

.”} erguson,” said Frazer, *“the Colonel
Wwas shot at this morning on parade—with
bl cartridge, you understand—and from
the position he occupied at the time, I am
Inclined to think the bullets came from G
company., Can you suggest any clew which
may help to trace the scoundr! or madman
who fired them?”"

The ungry glare in the sergeant's eyes
and a quiver of the nostrils were the only
sign he gave, except that there was a scarce
perseptible tremor in his volce as he made
answer: “It must have been an accident,
sir; there’s nae lad In G company—ay, nor
in a' the regiment—would willingly put his
hapd to sic a dastardly deed.”

Frazer hastened to Inform Ferguson of
the previous attempt on the preceding
Tuesday, which had put the idea of acci-
3! ‘nt beyvond the bounds of reasonable con-
ecture,

“It's nae matter,” said the color sergeant.
“Sic an accldent as that wad be waur than
a erime., I'm glad to ken that it is neither,
by your honor's showing. Some puir body
among the lads has been satricken daft, and
donée this thing: but 1 canna say who—be-
fore to-morrow night.”

Iloth the officers started in surprise. “You
suspect some one, then?' exclaimed Dal-
zell, “You have noticesl a strangeness In
the mamner of one of the men, and wish to
verify yvour suspiclons?"

“In that case, sergeant,” added Frazer,
“it Is your duty to confilde your suspicions
to us. This is n serious affair, in which we
have the Colanel's positive orders not to act
definitely without informing him. It is my
belicf that If he can see his way to pre-
venting a repetition of the attempt he will
move heaven and earth to hush the whole
thing up.”

“I wadna tak' upon mysel' to act in the
matter except under orders, sir," replied
the eolor sergeant, “‘the mair eéepecially as
I hae nae mair suspicion than a bairn. It
i just that suspicion I'm after getting,
and by your honor's leave I'll get it to-
morrow night.”

“How yvou mean to get to work?
asked the Captain.

“1 ken nae guld it will do tellin' ye, sir.
Recin’ that I'1l e'en tak the risk o't mysel';
ve maun let me hae my ain way, and no
speak ae word,” replied Ferguson.

Now. the color sergeant was a privileged
old soldier, and might on ordinary occasions
have presumed a good dea! more than he
was in the habit of doing; but under the
cireumstances his answer was a little more

first or last,
effect

do

than the captain of his company could
stand.

“Nonsense, Ferguson,” said the latter
sharnly. *“You will either inform me at

once what tseps you mean to take, or take
no steps at all. That is an order, mind;
and please remember that the Colonel's life
may depend upon your decision. There will
be another blank-firing parade day after
to-morrow, and he Iz not the man to ab-
sent himself because of what happened to-
day."

The golor sergeant was still standing at
attention, and hiz fingers clawed convul-
gively at the seams of his trowsers as he
listened to the alternatives thus plaimy
placed before him; but he chose the one
Frazer had expected, prefacing his explan-
ation with, “Ye may ca' me a fule, =sir,
but I ken better than that.,” And then he
told how he had scraped acquaintance with
one Rajab All, a native of Surat, who had
recently established himself In the Sudder
Bazaar, ostensibly as an astrologer, but
who, to justify the se ant's evident be-
lief in him, must have n a past master
of the black art as well. According to
Ferguson, Rajab Ah had the means, elther
by cards or by the dlvining-rod, of unveil-
ing what was hidden in the past, the pres-
ent or the future. He, the sergeant, had
been privileged to tést the astrologer’'s mar-
velous powers, and he had but little doubt
but that the latter would be able to cope
with the mystery which was puzzling them,
He was to meet Rajab by appointment at
the rear of the barracks on the following
night, when he was to be favored with a
further demonstration, and he would take
the opportunity of getting this matter
cleared up at once for all

Frazer smiled incredulously, and then his
face was clouded with a shade of disap-
polntment. He had been pinning his falth
to the practical assistance of his shrewd
old subordinate, and now the latter had
nothing to offer but a ratuer out-of-date
sample of Highland superstition. What
was worse, the captain was half inclined to
think that Rajab AN and his divining rod
were only belng exploited as a substitute
for more sensible methods of detection, be-
cause Ferguson obstinately refused to be-
lieve in the possible guilt of any member
of his company.

“Come, Ferguson,” sald Frazer, *“this is
no time for tomfoolery of that kind. Be-
sides, you forget the Colonei’'s orders not
to blab the affair to anyone. You will best
show your zeal by going back to barracks
and checking the amount of ball cartridge
in vour charge. By comparing the result
with the musketry sergeant's register of
every shot fired on the ranges it may be
possible to trace the cartridges that were
usgedd. There must be at least three short
somewhere. At any rate, that will be a
more sensible way of going to work than
questioning a native impostor, whose first
task will be to bandy a garbled account of
the case about the bazaars."

‘1 dinna mean heckling the body or con-
fidin' anything to him, sir,”" replied Fergu-
son ruefully. “1 should only ask him to
show me what I most desire to see—same as
he showed me my auld mither's face in a
pool of ink in his hand a while agone. May-
hap this time 1 should behold the daftie
who did this de’il's wark. I will make a
return of receipts from magazine and am-
munition in stock and bring them with the
musketry registers, sir,” added the Sergeant
quickly, noting the growing impatience on
his oilicer's face.

“Let me have them by noon,” sald Fra-
zer, shortly; and Ferguson, seeing that the
interview was at an end, saluted and re-
tired with knitted brows. The Captain and
Lieatenant watched him striding away
across the parade ground, and it was not
till he had passed far beyond hearing that
Dalzell broke silence.

“1 suppose you were right,” he said, “to
put a damper on his ardor in that diree-
tion; but, do you know, I have got a sort
of feeling—1 won't go to the length of call-
ing it a presentiment—that perhaps this fel-
low Rejab might, after all, put us on the
right scent.”

Frazer. stared at his subaltern in aston-
ishment “You don't mean to tell me, Stu-
art, that you believe in magic and such
like?"" he exclaimed.

“No,” said the other, “I do rot; and yet
the motive—not the reason—which sets me
hankering after this Surati astrologer's ac-
quaintance is pretty nearly the same, I ex-
wet, as that which makes the Sergeant so
ti' en on consulting him. 1 mean that Fer-
guson has absolute faith in the lads of G
Company, and will catch at any straw
rather than try of his own (initiative to
fasten suspicion on any one of them. That
is precisely my case. I suggestsd just now
that nativ® mischief might somehow be at
the bottom of the attempt on Macleod. 1
do not believe in Rajab All's magie; but I
know that if he is as cunning and omnis-
clent as the majority of the rasecals of his
profession, it is just on the cards that he
may hold the Kkey of the situation. The
mere fact, too, of finding a native of that
class on a friendly footing in the barracks
seems to me, under the circumstances, to
be worthy of investigation.”

“What do you propose, then?' asked
Frazer.

“With your leave,” replied Dalzell, "I
should like to be with Ferguson at the in-
terview which it is very plain our obstinate
friend means having with Rajab to-
morrow night. If I can work it so as to be
myvself unseen by the native, so much the
better., and at any rate my presence would
be a guarantez that the Colonel's wish for
secrecy was respected.”

“Have It your own way,” said Frazer.
“] think vou will waste your time, but I
cannot see any harm in the ikira. And now
we had better tub, and go and get some
breakfast at mess."”

1
I}-_-!

CHAPTER 1L

The five great stone barrack blocks stood
out gaunt and clear in the silver beams of
an Indian full moon. In front, on the parade-
sround side, there was bustle and life in
plenty; for, though the sun had set two
hours ago, it was not yet late, and the can-
teen and recreation rooms were gtill open.
I3ut in the rear, where the sandy wilderness
stretched right up to the barrack walls, all
was deserted and sllent save for the cries of
the jacals in the distant scrug walting for
the “lights-out’ bugle to encourage them for
their nightly prowl round the cook houses,
These necessary offices consisted of small de-
tached bulldings placed behind, and some
little way from the main blocks, so that the

The color sergeant halted with a salute |
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the |
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»

smells and refuse slkould not be a danger
and an annoyance to the soldiers. At Lhis
time in the evening the FPortuguess coo!a-
had long since gone fo their homes In the
bazaar., and in the ordinary course the cook
houses would have been locked up and lelt
to themselves till it was time to prepare the
men's hreakfasts in the morning.

To-night, however, it appeared that the
bobail khana belonging to G Company WwWas
to be in request for a rendezvous. The gong
at the gquarter guard had just struck &
when two men came round the corner of the
block and entered the cook house, I):ll‘z'.‘“
had found the sergeant quite willing to nl;::f\'
him to witness his interview with the astro:-
oger, and even eager to adopt a course
which he evidently regarded as certaln to
obtaln another convert to the mystic art
For Ferguson placed more reliance thaa
ever on his preceptor Rajab, sesing that the
scrutiny of the ammunition and of the reg-

isters had failed to yield further informa-
ticn than that four ball cartridges were
missing from the company chest, but that

every man had properly accounted for each
round served out to him.

The color sergeant ushered his officer into
the cookhouse and pointed out how he could
hear evervthing that passed by
stationing himself at an unglazed window
at the back. ’o

“The chiel has eves like searchlights, sir,
he said as he prepared to go outside; “‘sae
ye must e'en Keep yoursel' in the shadow.
Mayhap he would refuse to display 'his
quality if so be as he thocht he was oer-
lookit.”

“How did wvou first pick this chap up,
Ferguson?' asked Dalzell, settling himself
in his hiding place,

The Sergeant paused on the threshhold,
and for a moment seemed puzszled to find
an answer. “It was he that picked me up.
sir, 1 suppose—when I come to think of it,”
he repli at last. “F was walking in the
bazaar a month back and he came up and
sald in Hindustan! he should be pleased to
read me the volice of the stars. They a’ keq
in barracks that I am partial to speerin
after spirits and sic

2ad heard it frae some of the lads. But
whisht!—here he comes.”

Feguson stepped into the open,

by the window to watch for the upshot of
events. He had not long to wait. Half a
minute later the color sergeant came into
view, conversing in Hindustani with a tall,
lithe native, whose white garments and
carefully arranged turban proclaimed him
to be of betiter substance than the usual
run of mendicant jugglers. As they came
into line with the window Ferguson halted
and suggested that there, under cover of the
cookhouse, they would be free from obser-
vation—a proposition to which Rajab, after
a hasty glance around, gave his assent.
The moonlight fell full on his face, and
Dalzell, peering from his lair not six feet
away, thought he had never seen such won-
derful eyes before. There was nothing
shifty or snakelike about them; they were
calm and steadfast enough, but they glowed
like two balls of liquid fire.

“And what does the Sergeant sahib order
his slave to show him to-night?" began
Rajab, when they had finished their greet-
ings. *“The moon is in the ninth house,
and the period is very favorable for seeing
visions. "™

“Show me the countenance of the man I
most desire to see,”” replied Ferguson,
speaking in the vernacular with which his
Lcin years' Indian service had familiarized

m.

Taking a phial from the folds of his gar-
ment, Rajab poured the inky contents into
the sergeant’'s outstreched palm, bidding
him at the same time fix his eves on his
own. Dalzell, watching closely, noticed a
strange dreamy look spread over Fergu-
gon's face, while his eves began 1o wear a
dazed, scared expression.

“The beggar is hypnotizing him!"” thought
the lieutenant to himself. *“I wonder If—
But no; it cannot be.”

His train of ideas was Interrupted by the
volce of the astrologer addressing the ser-
geant in tones of low but peremptory coms-
mand. “There is a Colonel’'s parade to-
morrow,” began Rajab. “You wlll pro-
vide yourself with two rounds of ball cart-
ridge from the company chest. In the
course of the drill you will aim at Macleod
gahib's heart, taking care that you are
unobserved. If the first buliet fails 1ts mark
you will use the second. And you will dis-
miss from your mind all knowledge of what
you are dolng and whence vou received
these instructions, Except that you will
carry out these behests, you will be in all
respects an innocent man. You are to be-
lieve that the ball cartridges which vou
fire at the Colonel sahib are blank, both
before and after the dead. Will you do my
bidding 7'

Dalzell, listening horror struck,
Ferguson's voice make answer in far-off
sounding tones: “I will do your bidding."

“Now look Into your hand,” said Rajab,

The color sergeant obeyed.

“What do you behold?"

“l behold my own face.™

“That will serve as well as another,” pro-
ceeded the juggler, removing his gaze for
tha first time. “You can return to the
lower world.”

Slowly and heavily Ferguson blinked his
way back to sense and self-control again.
When the juggler had glven his vietim time
for recovery he asked {n his original servile
tones. “‘And was a vislon vouchsafed to the
ser, nt sahib?”

*“No,”” was the reply, “at least not the one
I sought. I beheld but my own face re-
flected In my hand. You have failed to-
night, Rajab.”

“Something you heard while you were
looking at the fluid may have distracted
you,” suggested the native,

“It couldn’t have been that,” treplied the
sergeant. "\\'hdv. I only gazed for a mo-
ment and you did not speak the while.”

“'Tis well,” said Rajab. ““The fallure {3
not of man but of the stars, and thelr
poor servant is not responsible, Perchanca
on the next occasion they will be mora
propitious. And now, fare you well, for it
is getting late and I have other work to
do.” And with a deferential salaam to the
sergeant he turned and glided away toward
the native city.

Ferguson walted till he had gone some
way and then joined Dalzell at the door of
the cookhouse. The two walked towards
the barracks together. The lieutenant did
not speak; he was thinking with all his
might.

“A fallure to-night, sir,” remarked the
sergeant, after walting vainly for his su-

erior's comment, *“My aln face, too. Had

e just been pokin’' fun at me he could na
weel hae jok it mair reasonably.”

They had reached the point where Dal-
zell's way would lead to the mess. “Get
back to your quarters,” he said rapidiy.
“You must not be missed. I am sorry our
errand has been frultiess, but 1 did not
expect much from it. Good night,” and in
his hurry to rid himself of the man he
wished to spare he almost pushed the other
away. Ferguson disaﬁpeure-l into the bar-
rack, wondering at his officer's haste to
return to mess,

The moment he was out of slght Dalzell
changed his course, and, running back be-
hind the barracks, started in pursult of
the vile wretch whose scheme he meart
to frustrate. HIs mind was made up, He
must overtake Rajab at all hazards, anc
compel hlin to come before the Colonel,
whose first feeling, he felt sure, would te
svmpathy for the Innocent i{instrument.
How to punish the criminal without letting
Ferguson know how nearly he had slain
his beloved chief was a nut for Macleod to
crack: but Dalzell knew he would move
heaven and earth to manage it, for to a
man of the color sergeant’s temperament a
revelation of his unconsclous act would
mean madness or sulcide.

The young officer came up with the. flit-
ting white figure just beyond the jail, where
the road begins and the desert gives away
gradually to the habitations of half-caste
camp-followers. The man saw that he was
pursued, and quickened his pace, but Dal-
z=ll's long legs gave the quarry no chance.
Two minutes after Pajab knew that he
was followed the Lieutenant's grip was on
his shouider, *Come back with me, Rajab,"
said Dalzell quietly; *“vou are wanted at
the Colonel's bungalow.”

The Suratl was panting violently, but he
appeared in no way disconcerted, and tried
hard to fix his captor with those fatal eves,
Dalzell. knowing his danger, kept his own
averted; he thought it advisable, too, to
show the revolver he had brought with
him. Rajab bowed meekly and obeyved, but
for half a second, unseen of the other, his
hand was plunged into the bosem of his
white robe.

For some distance they walked in si-
lence, and it was not till they were near-
ing the cantonments that Dalzell decided
to put two questions to his prigsoner. “Your
only chance of life {s to speak the truth,”
he said, *“for your wickedness s known.
What have you against our Colonel that
von have done this thing?

Rajah cacgh® his fuot In a stone and
staggered as he made reply., and his volce
sounded weak and thin. *““The Colonel
hin was president of the court-martial
which sentenced my brother, Ghoiam Bux,
of the Third Bombay Cavalry, to penal
servitude,” he sald. “1 have sworn to
avenge him, and I use my gift—that is all.”

“And what,” pursued Dalzell, “will be
the effect on the sergeant of vour treat-
ment of him? Now that he will be pre-
vented from doing yvour scoundrelly work
to-morrow will he alwayvs remain under the
spell and make further attempts on other
occasions?™’

Rajab made no answer,
looking down at him, saw that he was
shivering as If ague struck. “Nearly dead
with funk,” thought the young officer, and
repeated the question.

“The spell only refers to to-morrow,”
plied Rajab very slowly.
no fear. Allah has
Co'aonel sahib should lve,
jab, the son of Hyder the juggler. should
die.” And even as he spoke he fell-a
heap of erumpled white linen—on the sandy
road. Dalzell, stooping over him. caught
a whiff of the deadly churrus—the concen-
trated and strongly poisonous form of In-

hearrl

=a-

and Dalzell,

r"‘-
“You npe«d have
willed it that
and that I,

dian hemp or hashish—and knew that his
risoner Lari solved the difficulty he had
oreseen. The question of punishment

would not arise, for Rajab All, self-slain,
had gone to his own place.
Hal? an hour later Dalzell related his

evenlng's experience to Frazer, and to-

things. Mavhap he '

shutting
the ‘door behind him, and Dalzell erouched !

'WORLDS FAIR

Two Great Stores Crowded Into One.

§ Everything doubled up. Goods hanging from walls and ceilings, aisles narrewed and every inch of
8 space taken. We bought FRANK'S STOCK, away below value, from the Indiana Trust Company, assignee,
and will sell same at 60 per cent. on the dollar. And this is just what we mean. We do just as we adver-

tise. The secret of our success:

We buy in Quantities and Quantities make the Prices.

We have no opposition in the State when it comes to making prices.
and most stylish goods made in our line.

will go in this great sale,

. rices.  We are sole agents for the best, finest,
OUR NEW SPRING GOODS are arriving daily and everything

PARLOR FURNITURE

Frank had more Parlor Furniture left than in
any other department. Do not fail to see these goods.
They are made from the choicest and most seleet ma-
We shall sell them at the price

terial in the market.
of eheaper grades.

THE PIECE

We have the largest line of odd Parlor pieces in
Don’t fail to get our prices
They include some handsome
Chairs, Corner Chairs,
Reception Chairs, Conversation and Library Chairs.

BEDROOM SUITS

We are sole agents for the Connersville Bedroom
« Suits. This is an elegant line to make your selection
from; new and beautiful designs.
this line of Bedroom Suits before buying. Two hun-

the State to select from.
on these goods.

Rockers, Divans, small

e

dred samples to select from.

FOLDING BEDS

. We are sole agents for the Goshen Combination
§ Folding Beds, the lightest and easiest operating Com-

bination Folding Bed made.

Weshall be pleased to show how very easily this
Bed is operated, whether you wish to buy or not. We
are anxious to show the advantage and econvenience of

SoF

if this Combination Bed over other
8 our $20 Folding Bed.

Will go in this
list of prices. C
13 pieces
o0 pieces

4 pieces Ve

pets, from 10 to 20
price on them.

DEPT.

LACHE

city. Don’t fail to
30c. 75 81 and
C L an
You should see | money. C.

qf ina
time!

7-foot PLAIN

lections from.
beds. Ask to see

CARPETS

Ereat sale also.
ome and see for yourself.

6 pieces Ta?estrv Brussels Carpet at 40¢
ve
A large lot of remnauts of Bru

STRAW MATTING

Our Spring Matting just arrived. 300 beautiful
patterns to select from in
carry every pattern and color made. Don’t fail to see
vur 8¢, 10¢ and 1Jc Matting. All our Matting
goes in this sale at the reduced prices.

A large quantity of remnants, from 5’ yards to
30 yards, at your price.

Just received 5,000 pairs which we purchased at 235¢ on
the dollar, and we wish to put a pair in every house in the

500 different patterns to select from.,

Come and be convineed l?‘y judging for yourself.
75 pairs of Irish Points at 83.23,

We have more Lace Curtains than we could dispose
ear, but theae prices will unload them in a short

URTAIN POLES—At S¢ trimmed; 2 for 13¢.
SHADES.

SHADES, -« =« =« 925¢
7-foot DADO SHADES, = = =« 93¢
7-foot FRINGE SHADES, - -« . 40¢

~ We carry the Inrgest line of Shades in the State—all
sizes and colors. We are headquarters for Shades.

A full line, all sizes, in Body Brussels, Smyroa, Mo-
quettes and Wilton Rugs.
See our
See our 86-inch Moquette Rugs for 50c¢.

PORTIERE CURTAINS,
250 samples, in all shades and colors, from 82 up to §25.

Read the following

all-Wool Carpet at 49¢
all-Wool Carpet at 60c¢

tat 735¢
s and Ingrain Car-
yards in a piece. You make the

t Brussels Ca

1ointless cotton war We

CURTAINS

see our Lace Cartains and get our
See our
$2 Cartains, worth three times the

worth §8.

RUGS.

200 patterns to make your se-
$1 Moquette Rugs,

WAIL.L: PAPHR

Our Wall Paper will go in this great sale. Don't fail to see this beantiful line and get our prices. All new

and latest designs. Wall Paper from 3¢ per roll up.

WORLDS FAIR

,-’ LARGEST STORE IN THE STATE.

gether they sought the Colonel, who at
once decided that Ferguson must never
know his share in the dead man’'s misdeeds.
Colonel Macleod went on the sick list and
was absent from parade next day, while
the finding of the dead body of a natlive
in the cantonment road was matter of very
little moment to any one except to the
color sergeant of G company, who to this
day deplores the untimely end of the seer,
who would, sooner or later, he feals sure,
have shown him the ‘“daftie who fired at
the Colonel."”

—Headon Hill, in Chambers's Journal.

WHAT TO WEAR,

There Is an unu;ua.ll%' large stock this
season of black dress fabries in all wool

from which to select a mourning outfit,

SiIk petticoats for evening wear are ex-
tromely ornate. They are befrilled and be-
flounced to such an extent that they could
easily be worn outside instead of beneath a
dress skirt,

Very pretty vine-embroidered, Dbrler-
stitched, or tuck and Iinsertion, all-over
fabrics in lawn, Franch muslin, and Indlan
liren are shown thig seasun, designed for
E\l‘ukes. waists and borderings for summer

1 €E808,

While many of the spring modes are
stylish and picturesque, the designers of
many others appear to have gone out of
their way even to fashion those which are
absolutely disflguring. In the matter of
shoulder capes, not a few of the new mod-
els are preposterous.

Besides the leagues of fancy lace of every
imaginable design, and of every width from
one inch to one yard, in cream, ecru, white,
black and butter color, are more novel gar-
nitures of frilled tulle hung with ag:rkllng’
spangles and sequins. These will allke
popular for bodice trimming and decora-
tions in millinery.

Tearose evening walsts of silk gauze or
chiffon, with fine jet trimmings, are worn
with black watered silk skirts. Pink and
sea green taffetas are brightened with deli-
cate gold vines running through the stripes;
and in Paris pink corded eilk is used for
bridesmaids’ tollets, with black velver rib-
bon trimmings, and large black velvet hats,

Designers seem to possess but two ideas
in regard to bonnets, the French headdress
consisting of a snatch of lace, a roll of
satin, and a nodding algrette, a Marie
Stuart shape becoming only the few, or the
tiny capote, that looks only large enough
to cover a child's head, leaving the face
and head of a woman of any slze at all
completely “out of doors.”

If the run upon ribbons of everf color,
kind and width is phenomenal, so likewise
is the demand for moire—black moire more
particularly. Moire is watered [n many
ncvel patterns. The water mark remalns,
but it is supplemented with dots, lozeage
figures, shadow figures, floral effects, ribbed
slri‘»es and similar deslgns. These certain-
ly lend novelty to the material, but to
many minds this is novelty devold of charm.

She Guessed It
Toledo Blade,

“Women are a great deal smarter than
in!o-nl. anyway,” =sald Mrs. Penn Knife
Hade.

“How do you make that out?” asked her
husband,

“*Because,” she replied, taking the cry-
ing baby which her husband was awk-
wardly holding first on one knee and then
on the other, and placing it ecomfortably
on her lap, “because she is always a lap
aghead of him."”

ESS DIRECTORY

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

BUSIN

BRILL'S STEAM DYE WORKS.

36 Mass. ave. and 95 North Illinois street. Coats,
Pants and Vests cleaned, dysd and repaired. Dress
Suits pressed in two hours. Goods called for and

SAFE DEFPOSITS.

SAFE-DEPOSIT VAULT ——

Absolute safety against Fire and Burglar. Finess
and only Vaunit of the kinl iu the Stats. Pollcamaa
and night on guard Designed for the sae
kerping of Money, Bonds, Wills, Deelds, Absiracts
Silver Plate, Jewols and valuable Lrusssd aud Laoks

ages, ol

S. A. Fletcher & Co. Safe-Deposit.
John 8. Tarkington, Manager.

SAWS AND MILL SUPPLIES.
ATKINS %.&.:.?.?axﬁa‘h“f.m uau‘s'i‘

CUT, BAND aund all other 1 Y
Belting, Emery Wheels and

MillSupplies.
Imnonmom SQuAre 8o Ath

Union Stauon.
BELTINC and
SA‘VSEIERY WHEELS,
8peciaities of
W.B. BARRY Saw & Supply Co.
1328. Peon. Bt All kKinds of Baws Repairad.
MILL * o s> OILS

O
lm&'P"llumu 1 § and G - e
eya, u reases, ug.
- THE MILLER OIL CO.

CHIROPODIST,

Dr.B. J.MORGAN

Removes Corns,
m Bunions, Warts
ey Mlo.‘
WITHOUT PAIN

and Ingrowing
Nails, without

ing
References: Albhert Gall, Dr Henry Jameson, Gov,
Matthews, Dr. Fiuk, Tom Taggart, Louis Reibold

Cordova Block, Rooms 22 and 24,
251 West Washington Street.

SEALS AND STENCILS.

SEALS @
STENCILS

£O;
CATALOGUE FREE BADGES, CHECKS
Eﬂ.m.m 15 S.MERIDIAN ST. GRoun FLooR.

ARTIST.

W. G. PERKINS, ARTIST,
ROOM 060, PLAZA BUILDING.
Office Hours—9to 11 a. m., 210 3 p. m.
Instrnotion given to a limited number of

pumlln
Free-hand Drawing, Composition and Landscape
Painting in Oil. Sclentific methods used.

OFPTICLANS,

%‘\'—'-Eiwncmn- . '$9

62 EAST MARKET ST
’ INDIANAPOLIS~IND, #

Telephona 1332
Nordyke & Marmon Co.
[Estab. 1851.)
Foundersasa Machinists
) Mill and Elovator Bullders,

Indianapolis, Ind. Roller Mills,
Mill.Gearing, Beslting, Bolting
cmth( Gralnoleaning Machi R
Ml

ngs Paritlera, Por
Mills, eto, oto. Take streot cars
for stock varda
—

ABSTRACTS OF TITLE.

THEODORE S>TEIN,
Sacoessor to Wm. O. Andarson,

ABSTRACTER OF TITLES

86 EAST MARKET STREET.

PHYSICIANS,

DR. J. A. SUTCLIFFE,

Surgeon,

OrFicE—E5 East Market stroot. Hoars—9 to 10
ni; 2t0 3 p. m, Sundays excepted. Telephone 941,

DR. BRAYTON.
OFFICE-24 E. Oluo; from 10 to 12 and 200 4
RESIDENCE—805 Kaat Washington stroet.
Houso telephone 1279, Oflice telephune, L1454

DR. E. HADLEY.

OFFICE~136 North Pennsylvania straeet

RESIDENCE~270 North Delaware strost
hours, S tWo9%a m; 2wWipm; Todp =
leleplions, 50d.  House wlophous, 1215,

DR. SARAH STOCKTON,

227 NORTH DELAWARE BTREET,

DR. C. I. FLETCHER.
RESIDENCE—4T0 North Meridiaa strost
OFFICE—3060 South Meridiau stroet.

Oftice Hours—9 1w loa m.; 204 p !I-; Tto%3p m
Teleplhoucs—0OMos, YOT; resldence, 427.

OfMoe
Olos

Bunday Journal, by mail, $2a Year
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Mothers’
Friend__.

s[5 2 scientifically prepared liniment
—every ingredient of recognized value, and in constant
use by the medical profession. These ingredients are
combined in a manner hitherto unknown, and WILL
DO all that is claimed for it, AND MORE.
shortens Labor, Lessens Pain, Diminishes Danger to
Life of Mother and Child.

Seat by Express on Recelpt of Price, $1.50 per Bottle.
“MoTHERS" mailed FREE, containing voluntary testimonials_
BRADFIELD REGULATOR CO., Atlsnta, Oa.
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DR. REBECCA W. ROCERS,

— DISEASES OF WOMEN AND CHILDREN -

OFFICE~19 Marion Block. OMos Hours: ¥ 10 13
am. 2 toS5p m Sunlays 4 o 5 p m, st Heah
denpce, 630 North Illinols streok

J. R. HAYNES, M. D.,

HOMGEOPATHIST,
OFFICE HOURS—T t0 %, 110 3,7 W0 K
Especial attention given to the Whisky Habit
264 NORTH ILLINOIS 51, Telephone 300,

Dr.J.E.Anderson

—SPECIALIST—
Chronie and Nervous Diseases
and Diseases of Women,

Grand Opera House Bloek, N. Peun. St.

I ——

DENTISTS,

DENTIST. E E REESE

24% East Ohjo St bet, Meridian and Fena

——

T HRASS FOLMDKY AND FINSHING
SHOP.
PIONEER BRASS WORXKS,

Mire. and Dealers in all kinds of Hrass Goo la, haary

and Hght Castings. Car Bearing aspoci uLJ. e
and Job Work promptly atieuded ta. 110w LI$
th Peunsyivanuia strool, ‘Lelephivus dls

) ATTORNEYS,
WALTER OLD CHARLES F uRIFFIN.
OLDS &S GRIFRIN
LAWYERS.
Suites 111301114, THE TACOMA, corner Madisen
o Lasalle strects, Chicage, 1L
Indiana i




